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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 

January 31st. 
The President, Dr. Bridges, in the Chair, 
members present. 



On report of the respective Committees, the following papers were 
ordered to be published : 

Notes on some new and little known Rapacious BIRDS. 
BY JOHN CASSIN. 

1. Polyborus Audubonii, nobis. 

Polyborus vulgaris (Vieill.), Aud., Orn. Biog., ii. p. 350 (1834). 
Polyborus brasiliensis (Gin.), Aud., B. of Am., Oct. ed. i. p. 21 (1840). 
Polyborus tharus (Mol.), Cass., B. of Cal. and Texas, i. p. 113. 

Aud., B. of Am., pi. 161 ; Oct. ed., i. pi. 4. 

Back and rump brownish black in all ages and stages of plumage, (not 
transversely banded as in P. tharus.) Under tail coverts white, nearly pure, 
or with a few indistinct traces of dark transverse bands on the longer fea- 
thers. In all other respects very similar to P. tharus of Chili and other coun- 
tries on the Pacific coast of South America. In P. tharus the back and rump 
are transversely banded with brownish black and white, in all ages, and the 
under tail coverts are white, with well defined transverse narrow bands of 
dark brown. In size, the present bird seems to be rather the larger. 

The specimen now described is Mr. Audubon's type from Florida, presented 
by him to this Academy, and is very accurately given in the plates above 
cited, the upper figures in which represent the black upper parts as above 
described. In his descriptions, he says " cere carmine," which color is also 
given in his plates ; but in the South American species, seen in abundance 
fn Patagonia by Dr. Charles Pickering, during the voyage of the United 
States Exploring Expedition in the Vincennes and Peacock, that distin- 
guished naturalist says explicitly, " The skin about the bill has not the bright 
red color as given in Mr. Audubon's figure from a Florida specimen." (Mamm. 
and Orn. U. S. Expl. Exp., p. 100.) This difference in the color of the cere 
may be characteristic, though more probably, in my opinion, it is dependent 
on season only, the brighter or red color being that accompanying the more 
mature or nuptial plumage, which is the case in the Rasorial or Gallinaceous 
birds, and analogous groups throughout the circle of Birds. Numerous spe- 
cimens of this species, from Texas and Mexico, are in the collection of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

2. Spilobnis Bacha, (Daudin.) 

Falco Bacha, Daud., Traite d'Orn., ii. p. 43 (1.800). 

Spilornis Bacha, (Daud.) Cass., Proc. Acad. Philada., 1859, p. 31. 

Le Vaill., Ois. d'Afr., i. pi. 5. 

In a Catalogue of birds collected by Mr. DuChaillu in the countries on the 
Camma and Ogobai Rivers, Western Africa, printed in the Proceedings of the 
Academy, as above cited, I applied the name Spilornis Bacha to a species, one 
specimen of which 'was in that collection and is now in the Academy Museum. 
This specimen is evidently that of a young bird bearing little resemblance in 
colors to the adult, and I have seen no other of the same species from West- 
ern Africa. In the statement in the Catalogue alluded to, that this species is 
" quite identical with the Bacha of Southern Africa, of which a very com- 
plete series is in the Academy Museum," I may have been mistaken in relying 
on such specimens as being from that continent. I do not know, however, 
that such is certainly the case ; the specimen now before me from Western 
Africa so nearly resembling other young birds in the Academy Museum, un- 
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doubtedly the species usually regarded as S. Bacha, and variously labelled as 
Asiatic and African, that I am not quite sure that Bacha is not an African 
species, whatever else may have been advanced in any other behalf. 

There' are in the Academy Museum, several specimens of the bird, usually 
regarded as F. bacha, which have been labelled in Europe as from South 
Africa. If I committed an error, it was not because I relied on those la- 
bels, of the authority of which I know nothing, nor can now discover any- 
thing, but that I took them only as confirmatory of an impression that F. 
bacha was an African as well as Asiatic species. If in error, I was directly 
misled by the statement of that great naturalist, Temminck, in PL Col., i. 
liv. iv., to this effect : " La Buse bacha, Falco bacha, des catalogues mfitho- 
diques, est repandue non-seulement dans l'Afrique me'ridionale, mais on la 
trouve aussi dans l'Indie, a Java et a Sumatra." Statements of a similar 
import I have seen elsewhere. It is, of course, possible, that Temminck 
and others may have relied solely on Le Vaillant without other information. 

But, notwithstanding the impeachment of the veracity of Le Vaillant, and 
the opinions on that point that have, in some instances, been freely ex- 
pressed, and seem to be rather fashionable, I shall not admit, I beg to say, 
either that Spilornis Bacha is not an African bird, or that Le Vaillant's ac- 
count of the species to which he applied the name Bacha is not reliable, 
without further occasion. Those opinions I do by no means participate in 
nor approve, and instances of the expression of such have occurred, which 
present themselves to me in no other aspect than that of unqualified imper- 
tinence, and as demonstrative not only of deficient information on the part 
of the writers, but of a disposition to seek a short and easy road to notoriety 
by rude assaults on the reputation of a great practical, and most useful natu- 
ralist, whose only faults were an enthusiastic devotion to Natural History, 
and failure to elicit the appreciation of men of dissimilar temperament and 
greater stolidity of ambition. The fair fame of Le Vaillant has passed the 
ordeal of one-half century productive of great naturalists, and its impeach- 
ment will not, I suspect, blazon the reputation of any one likely to be such 
in the present cycle of similar period ! 

There are now before me, a series of fourteen specimens of the bird pur- 
porting to be F. Bacha, from the Academy Museum, about half of which are 
in various stages of young plumage, and of the whole of which scarcely 
any two are precisely alike in colors. One stage of young plumage is un- 
doubtedly that given by Temminck, under the name "Falco albidus, Cuv.," in 
PI. Col., 19. As stated above, a few of these specimens have been labelled 
in Europe as coming from " South Africa," of the validity of which 
locality I know nothing. Other specimens are undoubtedly Asiatic, and, 
though differing from each other in some particulars of character, and, per- 
haps, representing several supposed species, they are all probably to be re- 
garded as that entitled to the name Spilornis cheela, (Daudin). Several 
specimens so nearly resemble Temminck's figure of F. albidus, above cited, 
that they cannot be mistaken for any other species. I do not clearly recog- 
nise the nearly allied species, though they may be quite valid, especially F. 
bido, Horsfield. 

Le Vaillant's figure of " Le Bacha," Ois. d'Afr., i. pi. 15, does assuredly 
bear a strong resemblance to the Asiatic bird, and I am not prepared to deny 
that it represents either an Indian or Malayan species ; but it is also a fact, 
that the young bird from Mr. DuChaillu's collection bears a most unmistake- 
able resemblance to young birds, undoubtedly Asiatic, in the Academy Mu- 
seum. On inspection and comparison of any of the Asiatic with the African 
specimen, few naturalists would hesitate in pronouncing them identical, and 
the conclusion is most directly indicated that, if this African specimen is not 
of the same species as the Asiatic specimens, it is of a very nearly allied 
species. I regard it as possible, that Le Vaillant may have given a figure 
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from an Indian or Malayan specimen, under the full and honest conviction 
that it was exactly the bird seen by him in the mountains of the Great Nama- 
quois, — a description of error (if it is such) in which he is by no means 
singular. One of the most eminent ornithologists of our own times is stated 
to have given figures of a species of Loxia from American specimens, in his 
Splendid work, " The Birds of Europe," — and if so, entirely justifiably, the 
European and American species never having then been suspected of being 
different species. 

The specimen now before me, from Western Africa, I regard as proving 
conclusively that a species, at least nearly allied to Spilornis cheela and S. bido, 
inhabits Africa, and I have no doubt that this species was seen and described 
by Le Vaillant with entire truthfulness. He may not have figured a specimen 
obtained by himself, but even on this point there is only hypothetical conjec- 
ture, not evidence. The bird described by him is, moreover, entitled to the 
name Falco Backa; an appellation given by Daudin, as cited above, entirely 
on the faith of the description in Oiseaux d'Afrique. No Indian nor Malayan 
species is fairly entitled to this appellation, though it has been applied to 
both, with observations thereon not quite warranted by the facts. Various, 
not remotely allied, forms have recently been discovered in Africa, (Circaetus 
zonurus, fasciolatus, and others.) and my opinion is, that the adult of this 
species of Le Vaillant will yet be forthcoming. 

3. Haliaetus Blagrus, (Daudin). 

Falco blagrus, Daud., Traite d'Orn., ii. p. 70, (1800). 

Le Vaill., Ois. d'Afr., i. pi. 5. 

In the Catalogue of Mr. DuChaillu's collection in the Camma and Ogobai 
country, above alluded to, I gave this name to a specimen of a young bird 
which I regarded as identical with others in the Academy Museum. On re- 
examination of this specimen, I am inclined to doubt its identity with any 
species known to me, though it is in plumage not sufficiently mature to com- 
pare satisfactorily or to determine from my present materials. It is so -much 
smaller than the young H. voci/er that I cannot believe it identical, though 
bearing some resemblance to the youngest specimen of that species (H. voci- 
fcr) in the. Academy Museum. The feet, especially, are disproportionately 
smaller and weaker. In the Haliaeli of North America, there is a very con- 
siderable diversity of size, but never so great in the same species, to my 
knowledge, as in the specimens here mentioned. 

Though, perhaps, too young to present even structural characters in a re- 
liable degree, the present specimen sterns to show relations to the Asiatic 
group of which H. leucogasler is a well known species, and of which Mr. 
Blyth and Dr. Jerdon give the name Falco blagrus, Daudin, as a synonyme. 
Without being able, at present, to assent to this disposition of F. blagrus, I 
regard the views of those excellent naturalists as at least an important ap- 
proximation to its relationship, but am disposed also to suspect that my 
specimen may be the young of a species the adult plumage of which remains 
to be discovered. I regard it as undoubtedly the young of the Blagre of Le 
Vaillant, as above cited, the credibility of whose narrative in relation to which 
I do not doubt in any particular. The relative size of the feet in this species 
and in H. vocifer may readily be seen in plates 4 and 5 of that author's Oise- 
aux d'Afrique. 

4. Limnaetus aprioanus, nobis. 

Belongs to the same group as L. cirrhalus (= Falco limnaetus, Horsf.) and L. 
Kieneri, and bears a general resemblance to both of those species, and is 
about the same size. Upper parts black, under parts white. 

General form very strong ; bill rather short, fully curved ; edge of upper 
mandible lobed ; wing moderate, fourth and fifth quills longest, and nearly 
equal; tail rather long ; tarsi thick, and densely feathered to the toes, the base3 
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of which are also feathered ; toes and claws very strong. Entire upper parts 
brownish black ; plumage of the back and neck behind white at base ; rump 
and upper tail coverts with concealed large spots of white ; quills brownish 
black on their outer surface, with a few transverse bands of a darker shade 
of the same color, and with a large space on their inner webs white ; under 
surface of quills white, with about three transverse bands of black. Entire 
under parts white ; flanks, under tail coverts and tibial plumes externally 
with large spots of brownish black; tail on its upper surface dark ashy 
brown, with about five wide transverse bands of brownish black, and nar- 
rowly tipped with white, on its under surface ashy white, with a few trans- 
verse bands of black. Under wing coverts white, with large spots of black ; 
tarsi white ; cere and toes yellow ; bill dark bluish brown. Axillary feathers 
brownish black, the black spots on the under wing coverts unitedly form a 
large space of that color on the under surface of the wing. Total length 
about 22 inches; wing 14 ; tail9J; tarsu3 2|; bill, from corner of mouth 
direct to tip of upper mandible, 1J inches. 

Hab. — Ogobai River, a tributary of the Camma River, "Western Africa. 

Spec, in Acad. Mus., from Mr. DuChaillu's collection. 

Two specimens of this Hawk-Eagle are in the collection from the Camma 
River, above mentioned, and appear to represent a species hitherto unknown, 
probably generically different from any other of Western Africa. Though, 
in my opinion, properly to be included in the group Limnaetus, this bird is 
more strongly organized than either L. niveus, cirrkatus, Kienerii, or other of 
the Asiatic species that have come under my notice, and more decidedly 
aquiline in some points of character. The ttrsi are very thick and densely 
covered, much more so than in either of the species just mentioned, and 
quite as much so as in the larger Aquilm, or as in the Owls of the genus 
Bubo. The bill also is strong and fully curved. No crest is apparent in 
either specimen, though there is, perhaps, a slight elongation of the 
occipital feathers. 

5. Otus stygius, (Wagler.) 

Nyctalops stygius, Wagl., Isis, 1832, p. 1221. 

Archives du Mus., Paris, 1844, pi. 24. 

Several specimens of this little known species have been received at the 
Smithsonian Institution in the valuable collections presented by Mr. Sarto- 
rius, and obtained hy him at Mirador, near Vera Cruz, Mexico. All of them 
correspond with the descriptions of both Wagler and Pucheran, though 
darker than the figure given by the latter, as above cited. 



On anew CORMORANT from the Farallone Islands, California. 

BY J. G. COOPER, M. D. 

Gkacdltjs Bairdii, Gruber, MSS. The White-patch Cormorant. 
? Graculus leuconotus, Audubon. 
Specific Characters. — Male in spring. Head and neck changeable violet and 
purple with green reflections; body dark green. Back and wings greenish 
purple, the quills brownish towards their ends and beneath. Flanks with a 
large white patch on each side about equal in size to the bird's foot, mostly 
concealed by the wings when folded. .Tail like the wings. Head with a crest 
of narrow loose feathers about an inch long, arising on the middle of ver- 
tex above the eyes ; another similar crest arising just behind the occiput, 
rather longer. Bill very slender, subquadrangular, strongly and abruptly- 
hooked. Length 27 inches ; extent 40.00, wing 10-75; tail 7, bill along ridge 
1*90, along gape 3-00, its height and width at base each about 0'50 inch ; 
tarsus 1'50 ; outer toe and claw 3 - 76 ; inner do. 1-30 ; second and third quills 
about equal, longest ; half an inch longer than secondaries and an inch 
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